
Session Three:  3:1-22 

  Midrash is a Hebrew word meaning “to investigate” or “to study.” This method of  

studying scripture focuses on reading the passages in the context of the larger work in order to 

better understand the full message being presented. The reader should always ask questions of 

what the text is communicating and seek the answers through the context of the passage as 

understood by the community they are studying with. The questions here are a starting point, 

do not feel limited to them. Allow the text to take you where it leads trusting that the Holy Spirit 

is our real teacher. 

1.  Read verses 1-10.  What things are there times for according to this passage?  

Why do you think the author chose to list these specific opposites?  Which 

things on this list are hard to understand why God would appoint a time for?  

What do you think the author means in verses 9 and 10?  

2.  Read verses 11-15.  What does it mean to have set eternity on our heart?  

How does this relate to what the author has been talking about?  What does 

verse 11 say that this makes possible for man?  What does he say is good for 

man to do in his life?  Why?  What do verses 14 and 15 mean?  How do you 

think this applies to what is being said?  



3.  Read verses 16-21.  What does the author say about the condition man has 

put himself into in the world.  What does the author say about God’s judgment?  

What does this imply about our rule in passing judgment?  How and why does 

the author compare us to beasts here?   

5. Most importantly, what has this passage taught you about God, yourself, the 

church, our involvement in the church and about the world around us? 

4.  Read verse 22.  What is the author’s conclusion here?  How does this relate 

to what has been taught so far in this book?  Does this make sense or do you 

feel like the author is stretching some?  Is this the conclusion you would draw 

from the same observations, if not what is the difference in your viewpoint com-

pared to the authors?  


