
Session Two: 2:1-26 

  Midrash is a Hebrew word meaning “to investigate” or “to study.” This method of  

studying scripture focuses on reading the passages in the context of the larger work in order to 

better understand the full message being presented. The reader should always ask questions of 

what the text is communicating and seek the answers through the context of the passage as 

understood by the community they are studying with. The questions here are a starting point, 

do not feel limited to them. Allow the text to take you where it leads trusting that the Holy Spirit 

is our real teacher. 

1.  Read verses 1-11.  What does the author set out to do in this passage?  What 

type of activities does he engage in?  How would we compare his doings to 

modern times?  What conclusion does he come to in verse 11?  What is the at-

mosphere around this passage?  Does his conclusion make sense or do you 

think he set out for this to fail?  

2.  Read verses 12-17.  What does the author set out to do in this passage?  

What is the problem with this approach according to the author?  What does it 

sound like he is really looking for in this passage?  How does what he is going 

through here and what he is lacking compare to modern times?  What conclu-

sion does he come to in this passage?  Does this make sense or would you 

come to a different conclusion?  



3.  Read verses 18-23.  What does the author consider as a solution in this pas-

sage?  What is the problem that arises here?  What does it seem like the author 

is after here?  What is his conclusion?  Does this make sense or is he being a 

pessimist here? 

5. Most importantly, what has this passage taught you about God, yourself, the 

church, our involvement in the church and about the world around us? 

4.  Read verses 24-26.  What conclusion of the whole chapter does he come 

to?  Does this conclusion make sense?  What roles are assigned to whom ac-

cording to this passage?  What conclusions about this pursuit in life would you 

make or do you agree with the author?  Who, if anyone, in the modern world 

would this apply to?  Does this train of thought hold any value in the modern 

world?  


