
Session Five: 5:1-20 

  Midrash is a Hebrew word meaning “to investigate” or “to study.” This method of  

studying scripture focuses on reading the passages in the context of the larger work in order to 

better understand the full message being presented. The reader should always ask questions of 

what the text is communicating and seek the answers through the context of the passage as 

understood by the community they are studying with. The questions here are a starting point, 

do not feel limited to them. Allow the text to take you where it leads trusting that the Holy Spirit 

is our real teacher. 

1. Read verses 1-3.  What advice does the author give here?  How does this re-

late to what he has been saying?  Is this how we come into God’s presence?  

2.  Read verses 4-9.  What does the author tell us here about making vows?  

What does it mean to make a vow to God?  How would our speech cause us 

to sin here?  What does he say about seeing oppression?  What do you think 

verses 8 and 9 mean? 



3.  Read verses 10-17.  What does the author tell us about the love of money 

and things?  What does it seem like he thinks man really wants from these verses 

and why doesn’t the rich man get it?  What does he call evil and why?  If we 

really believe this is true, how do we communicate this first to ourselves, and 

then to our culture that lives the opposite of this?  

5.  Most importantly, what has this passage taught you about God, yourself, the 

church, our involvement in the church and about the world around us? 

4.  Read verse 18-20.  What does the author say is good here?  Do we believe 

this is good?  Why?  Why do so many people live their lives needing drama, 

gossip, fighting and turmoil instead of just enjoying themselves?  Why are so 

many of those people the ones in the church?  


