
Session One: 1:1-18 

  Midrash is a Hebrew word meaning “to investigate” or “to study.” This method of  

studying scripture focuses on reading the passages in the context of the larger work in order to 

better understand the full message being presented. The reader should always ask questions of 

what the text is communicating and seek the answers through the context of the passage as 

understood by the community they are studying with. The questions here are a starting point, 

do not feel limited to them. Allow the text to take you where it leads trusting that the Holy Spirit 

is our real teacher. 

1.  Read verse 1.  Who is the author and how does he identify himself?  What do 

these three descriptions tell us about him?  

2.  Read verses 2-7.  The author gives a description of the world here.  What 

things does he identify?  How does he describe them?  Are the descriptions ac-

curate to reality?  How does his account of the created order relate to what he 

says in verse 2? 



3.  Read verses 8-11.  Now he describes man’s place in the created order.  

What does he say about man here?  Is this description accurate?  How does 

this relate to verses 3-7?  How does this relate to verse 2?  What point is the au-

thor trying to make with this poem?  

5. Most importantly, what has this passage taught you about God, yourself, the 

church, our involvement in the church and about the world around us? 

4.  Read verses 9-18.  What does the author tell us here?  What has his task been 

and where did his task come from?  Do we relate to this task personally?  What 

has the out come of all this been?  Do you believe this is an accurate descrip-

tion of life?  How does wisdom bring grief and knowledge bring pain?  


